
ñLove God. 
Love Others. 
Love the World.ò 

 
 

~Mission Statement~ 
 

With Jesus Christ 
as our Savior and Lord, 

our mission is to glorify God 
and expand His Kingdom 

by leading people 
to become devoted followers 

of Christ. 
 

_____________________ 
 

~Vision Statement~ 
 

To be a loving 
and inviting 

Christian Fellowship, 
growing in faith through 

the Grace of Jesus Christ, 
seeking to transform lives 
in our diverse community 

and beyond 
through teaching, 

worship, 
Evangelism 
and service. 

820 Ontario . Oak Park, IL 60302 . 708/8484070 
firstbaptist820@sbcglobal.net 

www.firstbaptistchurchofoakpark.com 
 

ñWednesdaysñ ñSundaysñ 
5:45 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  10:10 a.m. Kids Kingdom 
  for K-5th Grade 
  11:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

DR. CHERYL HENSON, INTERM 

PASTOR 
 
The Power of One 
 
Can one person change an organization or a 
church? Robert Quinn, author of Deep Change, 
believes it is possible. He tells the story of John 
Woolman an American Quaker of the 1700s. 
 
ñDuring the 18th century, many Quakers were 
wealthy, conservative slave holders. Woolman 
dedicated his adult life to eliminating the 
practice of slavery among his brethren. For 20 
years he traveled visiting Quakers along the 
East Coast, using the gentle art of persuasion, 
and driven by his vision, he persisted, visiting 
farm after farm. By 1770, a century before the 
Civil War, not one Quaker owned a slave. The Quakers were the first religious group to 
denounce and renounce slavery.ò 
 
John Woolman transformed his church. 
 
What can we do for ours? 
 
Often we are comfortable with the way our church functions, but are we doing all we can to 
follow Jesusô command to, ñGo and make disciples?ò Woolman was driven by his vision. Are 
we? Do we have one? 
 
The church vision statement reads: ñTo be a loving and inviting Christian Fellowship, growing in 
faith through the Grace of Jesus Christ, seeking to transform lives in our diverse community 
and beyond through teaching, worship, evangelism, and service.ò 
 
In my short time among you, I have found you to be a loving congregation, certainly involved in 
teaching, worship, evangelism, and service. I wonder though, how good we are at inviting, and 
only God can determine if we are growing in our own faith. 
 
Perhaps it would be a good exercise to set down and write out your own personal vision 
statement of what you believe God is calling you to accomplish. You may be the very one God 
will use to transform this church and ultimately the lives of others. Never doubt the power of 
one in Godôs hands! 
 

ðPastor Cheryl 
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NON-FOOD DRIVE 
 
We will receive our annual Non-Food 
Drive during the months of June, July and 
August. 
 
In addition to supporting the Oak Park 
River Forest Food Pantry, FBCOP 
participates in a Non-Food Drive. The 
service team collects items that are 
needed by people in the community living 
below the poverty line but are not typically 
available in neighborhood food shelves. 

 
We collect toiletries, cosmetics, and personal 
hygiene items (such as shampoo, shaving 
cream, razors, toilet paper, soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, socks, and detergent. 
 
Last year five bags of menôs toiletries and hygiene items were 
delivered to Victory Recovery Home in the Gage Park 
neighborhood of south Chicago. Victory Home is a Christian shelter 
for men making the transition from prison to independent living. 
 

 

SECOND SATURDAY 

CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 
 
Our June book will be Seeking Allah, 
Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim 
Encounters Christianity by Nabeel 
Qureshi. We will be discussing this book 
on June 9th, 10:00 a.m. at the church. 

ðBrent & Judy Friesen 
judybeth81@hotmail.com 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing is a tangible way American Baptists 
provide for the human needs of our world. We will be collecting the 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering during the month of June. 
Today, One Great Hour of Sharing serves people in over 80 
countries around the world. 
 
The theme this year is: ñNow to God be the glory, who by the power 
at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 
we ask or imagine.ò Ephesians 3:20. 
 
This Scripture gives us the opportunity to invite our communities to 
stretch beyond our present realities, the possibilities and challenges 
that we face, and connect with Godôs imagination. We are reminded 
of our connection to God and to each other. We are also reminded 
that we are all part of the bigger picture; that God is using the gifts 
that God has given usðgifts of talents, material goods, and love! 
 
This past year, One Great Hour of Sharing offering went towards 
Hurricane Harvey relief, reconstruction after the California fires, and 
ñRebuilding, Restoring, & Renewing Puerto Ricoò (http://abc-
oghs.org/) 

ðBrent Friesen 

DAY IN OUR VILLAGEñSUNDAY, JUNE 3! 
 

 
Put your FBCOP T-Shirt on and join us in the park. What an op-
portunity to promote our church by wearing your FBCOP 
T-shirt and strolling thru Scoville Park. 
 

¶ First Baptist Church 

of Oak Park is joining 
about one hundred local 
companies and organiza-
tions celebrating this occa-
sion. 

¶ We are hosting a 

booth and distributing information about our church as well as other goodies. 

¶ Help us  promote our church, meet new people and have fun in the park!! 

 
Even if you donõt have a FBCOP T-Shirt, come as you are! 

ðLinzy Waters 
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SARAH CIRCLE 
 

The June meeting for Sarah Circle will be held 
on Monday, June 11, 2018, 7:30 p.m., and 
will be hosted by Perla Londres Waters. 
This will be our annual planning so bring 
your ideas. We look forward to seeing all 

members; please contact Perla for 
questions and other information. 

 
Thanks to Joyce and Jean for hosting our May meeting. 

ðPerla Londres Waters 
 
 

2018 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

VOLUNTEER CAMPAIGN! 
 

The Spiritual Life and Worship Team, the Service 

Team and the Evangelism team are excited. Our 

hours are growing! Volunteer hours logged by our 

church family members is currently up to: 141.25 

volunteer hours! 

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Offerings 29,672.50 
Monthly Budget 26,103.00 
Difference (over budget) 3,569.50 
 

Offerings through April 185,380.10 
Offerings budgeted through April 199,870.00 
Difference year to date (under budget) -14,489.90 
 

Total April Income 44,783.62 
Total April Expenses 40,884.37 
Difference 3,899.25 
 

Total expenses through April excluding Nehemiah 309,360.56 
Budgeted through April 308,931.00 
Difference (over budget) 429.56 
 

Nehemiah Project 
April beginning balance 127,283.25 
April Income 350.00 
April Expenses 0.00 
Total 127,633.25 
 

ðMinistry Support Team 
Karen Borgstadt, Curtis Helwig, Charlie Robinson, 

Susan Shields, Paul Sengpiehl, Jan Slaughter 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sarah 

CHURCH PICNIC JULY 8 
 
You are invited to join us on after the worship 
service on Sunday, July 8 on the front lawn for 
our church picnic. Seating will be provided, 
but you are also encouraged to bring a lawn chair. More details will 
follow, but ñSave the Date!ò. 

ðBrent Friesen 
 
 

MISSION SUNDAY JULY 15 
 
American Baptist Church 
missionaries, Larry and Becky 
Stanton, will be speaking at our 
church on July 15. They are 
currently serving with 
Hungarian Baptist Aid and the 

Baptist Union of Hungary. Becky works with primary and 
elementary community schools in the eastern region of the country. 
Larry assists Serbian Baptist churches with their service to the 
community and to refugees along the Balkan route. Larry and 
Beckyôs three daughters attend local schools. 

ðBrent Friesen 

John Hyndman patches a hole in the ceiling of our Ontario Street 
entrance at the west end of the building. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

June Birthdays (When is your birthday?) 

6 

 11. Alan Renshaw 
  Leigh Tarullo 
 12. Tyler Hyndman 
  Nadine Magee 
 14. Spencer Helwig 
  Christal Robinson 

Choir Sunday  10 
8:45am Education 
Team 
9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
11:15am 
India Telugu 
11:30am Bible Study 
11:30am Stephen 
Ministry 

Fatherôs Day 17 
 
9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
11:15a.m. 
India Telugu 
11:30am Bible Study 
11:30am 
Evangelism Team 

24 
9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
10:30am Ind. Tel. 
11:30am Bible 
Study 
11:30am Stephen 
Ministry 

11 
 
 

 
7:30pm Sarah 
Circle 

18 
 

12noon Tower 
Tidings 
Deadline 

25 
 

 

5 
 
 
 
 
7pm Spiritual 
Life and 
Worship Team 

12 
 
 

5:30pm Property 
Committee 
7 pm Stephen 
Ministry 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Ministry 
Support Team 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Stephen 
Ministry 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Choir 

13 
8am Menõs 
Breakfast 

20 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Al Anon 

14 
 
 

7pm Service 
Team 
7pm Al Anon 

21 
 
5:45pm 
Preschool & 
Kindergarten 
Board 
 
7pm Al Anon 

1 
6:30pm 
Kindergarten 
Graduation 
 
7pm India 
Telugu Prayer 
Meeting 

8 
 
 
 
 
7pm India 
Telugu Prayer 
Meeting 

15 
 
 

7pm India 
Telugu Prayer 
Meeting 

22 
 
 
 
 
7pm India 
Telugu Prayer 
Meeting 

2 
 
 
 
 
5:45pm Cook 
County Jail 
Ministry Outing 

9 
10am Second 
Saturday 
Christian Book 
Club 

16 
9am Cook 
County Jail 
Ministry 
Breakfast 

23 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Al Anon 

June is the 
month of the 

One Great Hour 
of Sharing 
Offering 

 

 15. Bethany Stannard 
 24. Ian Carlson 
 26. Mark Cudiamat 
  Janice Roe 
 29. Marjean Gonzalez 
 30. Jean Hamai 

 5. Joshua Lane 
  Janine (Friesen) Schultz 
 7. Mischa Cole 
  Carole Stannard 
  Lincoln Stannard 
 

T-Shirt Sunday  3 
Day In Our 
Village 
9am Bible Study 
10am Worship 
11:15am 
India Telugu 
11:30am Bible 
Study 

4 
 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
7pm India 
Telugu Prayer 
Meeting 

30 
 

  Sunday Morning Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Mathew Studies & 
Living Waters Bible Study 

Classes 
 

10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
10:15 a.m. Kids Kingdom 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study 

Tower Tidings, June 2018 

ññññ-ññññ-ñ9am-3pm Christian Youth Theaterññðññññðñññ 
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ðBriefly Noted in our Churchð 
 

Church Facebook PageðRachael Wallace is 
handling our churchôs Facebook page. If you 
are on Facebook and would like to become a 
friend, e-mail Rachael at 
rachael.godinez.wallace@gmail.com or Pastor 
Cheryl at pastorcherylfbc@gmail.com. 
 
Coin JarðPlease donate your loose change 
to our Preschool & Kindergarten program. 
Contributions are appreciated! 
 
Electronic Giving OptionðYou may have 
your weekly or monthly contribution debited 
from your checking or savings account and 
transferred into the church account safely and 
electronically. You will also have the 
opportunity to view your giving history. 
Participants are invited to place a laminated 
ñWe Give Electronicallyò card located in the 
pews when the Sunday offering is received. 
Visit our website, 
www.firstbaptistchurchofoakpark.com and 
click on ñe-giving.ò 

Cemetery Plots AvailableðThe church has 
cemetery plots available at a reduced cost at 
nearby cemeteries. Please contact the church 
office for more information. 

 
ðPrayer Concernsð 

 
Prayers are requested for Rick Borgstadt 
who recently underwent total knee 
replacement surgery. 
 

ðIn the Church Familyð 
 

Dear First Baptist Church Family, Thank you 
so much your support for our family 
throughout Garyôs journey. From a ñyoungò 
Christian first seeking a closer walk with God; 
through the many years full of joy with our 
Christian family; through our most recent 
health challenge; and on to Garyôs passing to 
be with our Lord and Savior; through it all you 
have been there for us. As I have said to so 
many of you, Gary will be so missed, but I also 
know that we were so blessed. And our First 
Baptist Church family has been a big part of 

Church TransportationðThe church has a 
wheelchair accessible van. Those who need a 
ride to church on Sundays may call Brent 
Friesen at 708/745-2187. 
 
Shuttle Service SundaysðFree parking and 
free shuttle service is available on Sundays at 
the North Blvd. Parking Garage, just east of 
Oak Park Ave. The bus will pick you up at the 
elevator lobby. 
 
Interested in Membership?ðIf you are 
interested in becoming a member of First 
Baptist you are encouraged to contact Minister 
of Welcome Monroe Saffold for a six-week 
Inquirersô Class. Monroe will work with your 
schedule to meet at the most convenient time. 
Contact Monroe at 708/439-0903. 
 
Preschool Open EnrollmentðOpen 
enrollment is available for two to 12 year olds 
in our Illinois Star Rated Preschool, 
Kindergarten, and After School Program. Visit 
www.firstbaptistchurchofoakpark.com, or call 
Director Barbara Branch, 708/383-1190. 

Tower Tidings, June 2018 

Blackhawk Baptist Camp 2018 
4491 W. Henry Rd., . Oregon, IL 61061 . 815-496-0732 

 

Camp Clean-up/Work Day: 8:30 a.m.ñ2:00 p.m. 
June 16: Grounds and cabins restored for camping season and final ñspruce upò 

(Lunch will be providedñplease call or email Bobbie @ bobbierose10@yahoo.com) 
 
Camp Start Date & Time End Date & Time Cost 
 
Sr. High Camp (grades 9-12) July 8th @ 4:00 p.m. July 14 @ 10:00 a.m. $240 
Jr. High Camp (grades 6-8) July 15 @ 4:00 p.m. July 21 @ 10:00 a.m. $240 
Middler Camp (grades 2-5) July 22 @ 4:00 p.m. July 26 @ 7:00 p.m. $200 
Slumber Party (grades K-5) July 27 @ 7:00 p.m. July 28 @ 10:00 a.m. $25 
Day Camp (grades K-5) July 28 @ 9:30 a.m. June 28 @ 4:00 p.m. $25 
Arts & Drama Camp (grades 6-12) July 29 @ 4:00 p.m. August 3 @ 10:00 a.m. $200 
Twilight Camp (grades 6-12) August 3 @ 7:00 p.m. August 5 @ 1:00 p.m. $75 
 
Adult Day Event August 11 9:30 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 
 A day of Fellowship & Activities; coffee hour & lunch will be provided. 
 

Note: An anonymous donor has offered to pay 1/2 of each camperõs fee. Contact Pastor Cheryl for more information. 

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves 
 

�^  
 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
Galatians 6:7 


